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Provisional Application 
5 [0001] This application claims the benefit of U.S. Provisional Application 

No. 60/430,655 entitled "Securable Writing Apparatus for Notebooks" as filed on 
December 4, 2002. 

Field of the Invention 

10 [0002] This invention relates to an improvement for writing instruments 

and method for attachment to a notebook. More specifically, this invention relates 
to a writing instrument and method that is operable to be securely but selectively 
coupled with a notebook or the like. 

15 Background of the Invention 

[0003] Writing instruments have been in use for centuries, becoming 

more dependable, longer lasting, and more economical over the years. Moreover, 
writing implements are often adapted to the media in which they are to be 
primarily used. A common problem with writing devices is that they are easily lost 

20 or inadvertently destroyed. A user of a writing apparatus, such as a pen, usually 
carries the writing instrument in a pocket or holder or clipped to notebook paper 
pages or other media on which it is to be used. 

[0004] The prior art contains various embodiments of devices or designs 

used to secure writing implements along with the media in which it is to be used. 
25 Furthermore, the prior art teaches securing writing units by using rings and/or 
holes attached to or fashioned within a writing device. However, the prior art does 
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not contain a writing apparatus that is securable to a ring binding or spiral 
binding in common bound notebooks, using multiple holes or fastening devices for 
enhancing the security of the apparatus with respect to the notebook and 
minimizing interference with the contents and/or normal operation of a notebook. 
5 [0005] One embodiment of the subject invention is designed to clip a 

writing device securely into a ring binder for convenient storage and accessibility. 
Instead of a pocket clip attached on the cap of a pen or other writing implement, a 
cap for a writing apparatus can have a flat segment with a hole fashioned through 
it that extends out from the portion of the cap that covers the main body of the 

10 writing apparatus. A similar flat segment, with a second hole fashioned into it, 
extends out from the main body of the apparatus. The distance between the two 
holes of the flat segments, when the cap is secured to the main body of the writing 
apparatus, is approximately the same as the distance common in spacing between 
rings of a two-ring or three-ring binder. This allows the pen or other writing 

15 apparatus to be clipped into a binder without a special storage case for the pen or 
writing apparatus. The pen or writing apparatus is operable to be facilely 
removed from its cap for use. However, one significant advantage of this 
embodiment of the subject invention is that the cap does not have to be removed 
from the binder. This prevents losing the cap, which is not an uncommon 

20 occurrence, and, likewise, prevents losing the writing apparatus when the writing 
apparatus is secured into the cap. Further, the main body of the writing apparatus 
can be concomitantly secured to the notebook and cap, providing extra security. 
Another advantage is that the writing apparatus provides its own storage within 
the binder as opposed to buying a special storage case. A further advantage of the 

25 subject invention is the respective flattened segments of the cap and main body of 
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the writing apparatus which allows the writing apparatus to be secured without 
having to interpose the main body of the writing apparatus between the pages of 
the notebook. 

[0006] Another embodiment of the subject invention is a writing 

5 apparatus that has a securing device formed as a clasp or generally C-shaped 
retaining member. This embodiment of the invention permits a writing apparatus 
and/or a cap of a writing apparatus to be secured within metal rings of a spiral 
bound notebook, or some other spiral bound apparatus. The clip of this 
embodiment are designed to be positioned to extend away from the main body of 

10 the writing apparatus, to facilitate less intrusive storage with respect to the bound 
materials. For example, a pen with a cap having a clasp, as well as the main body 
having a similar clasp, can be secured to a spiral bound notebook by moving the 
respective clasp so that there is an opening. This allows the binding to be placed 
inside the hole. Then, by moving the clasp to a position where there is no longer an 

15 opening, the apparatus and/or cap is secured to the binding. The writing 
apparatus in its secured position can be stowed within the binding. 
[0007] Another embodiment of the present invention is a writing 

apparatus where the securing devices are both connected to the main body of the 
writing apparatus and extend away from the main body. The securing devices of 

20 this embodiment of the subject invention can be a completely closed hole, a clasp 
or a generally C-shaped retaining member. The securing devices in this 
embodiment are connected to the writing apparatus itself, as opposed to one of the 
securing devices being affixed to a cap that is fitted on and separable from the 
writing portion of the apparatus. Additionally, this embodiment allows the writing 

25 apparatus to have a retractable cartridge and eliminates the necessity for a cap. 
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Brief Description of the Drawings 
[0008] Other aspects and advantages of the present invention will 

become apparent from the following detailed description of preferred 
5 embodiments taken in conjunction with the accompanying drawings wherein: 

[0009] FIGURE 1A illustrates a writing apparatus such as a pen in 

accordance with one embodiment of the invention having a first and second 
flattened segment connected to, and extending from, a body portion of the pen 
wherein each segment contains a hole for securing the pen into a ring binder; 

10 [0010] FIGURE IB illustrates a writing apparatus similar to Figure 1A 

having a cap with a flattened segment connected to, and extending from, the cap, 
and a similar flattened segment connected to, and extending from, the main body 
of the writing apparatus, each segment containing a hole for securing the writing 
apparatus into a ring binder; 

15 [0011] FIGURE 2A illustrates another embodiment of the invention and 

discloses a pen having two securing rings connected to, and extending from, a main 
body of the pen, each ring allowing the pen to be secured to either a spiral bound 
notebook or ring bound notebook; 

[0012] FIGURE 2B illustrates a pen similar to the pen disclosed in Figure 

20 2A having a ring connected to, and extending from, a cap of a pen, and a similar 
ring connected to, and extending from, the main body of the pen, each device 
allowing the pen to be secured to either a spiral bound notebook or ring bound 
notebook; 

[0013] FIGURE 3 comprises a partial detail view of one embodiment of a 

25 retaining member such as a ring as illustrated in Figures 2A and 2B allowing a pen 
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1 . 

or a cap of a pen to be secured or removed from a notebook binder; 
[0014] FIGURE 4 is a partial detail view, similar in character to figure 3, 

and illustrates an alternative embodiment of a generally C-shaped retaining ring, 
allowing a pen and/or a cap of a pen to be secured or removed from a notebook 
5 binding ring. 

[0015] FIGURE 5 illustrates a pen such as illustrated in Figures 1A and 

IB releasably secured into a ring bound notebook; and 

[0016] FIGURE 6 illustrates a pen, such as illustrated in Figure 4 

releaseably secured into a spiral bound notebook spine. 

10 

Detailed Description 

[0017] Turning now to the drawings wherein like numerals indicate like 

parts, Figure 1A discloses a writing apparatus or pen 100 which is shown having 
two flattened segments 104 and 108 connected to, and extending from, the main 

15 body 102 of the pen. The flattened segments are in the shape of trapezoids with the 
base portion integrated into the cylindrical body of the pen. The trapezoidal 
segments 104 and 108 are similar is dimension and each is fashioned with a hole 
106 and 110 respectively. The holes 106 and 110 allow the main body of the pen to 
be releasably secured within a ring bound notebook by opening the binding, 

20 placing the holes 106 and 110 around two adjacent rings of the binding, and then 
closing the binding. 

[0018] When a pen is secured with a body of the pen inside the rings of 

the notebook, note Figure 5 at sheet five, any tendency for interference to occur 
with the bound contents of the notebook is minimized. The trapezoidal segments 
25 104 and 108 provide minimal interference with the bound contents, due to their 
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shape, with sloping side edges while minimizing movement of the main body 102. 
[0019] Referring to Figure IB, a main body of a writing apparatus or pen 

122 and cap 124 for the pen are shown. The cap 124 contains the following: (1) a 
fitted segment 132 which is adapted for a friction fit around a writing end 126 of 
5 the main body 122 of the pen; (2) a first trapezoidal segment 134; (3) a hole 136 
within the trapezoidal segment 134; and (4) a clip 142. The clip 142 allows the pen 
to be secured to various objects other than ring bound or spiral bound notebooks, 
such as shirt pockets, pages, etc. The hole 136 allows the cap 124 to be secured 
within a ring bound notebook by opening the binding, placing the hole 136 around 

10 one ring of the binding, and then closing the binding. The pen body and cap are 
thus secured with respect to the notebook and the pen can be withdrawn from the 
cap for conventional use and then replaced for carrying along with the notebook. 
[0020] The main body of the pen 122 is secured into the cap 124 by a 

friction fit, thus, allowing the main body 122 to be secured to the cap. The main 

15 body 122 is also fitted with a trapezoidal segment 138 with a hole 140. This 
segment is positioned near a non-writing end 130 of the main body 122 of the pen. 
The hole 140 allows the main body 122 to be secured within a ring binding, while 
also being secured into the cap 124. Similar to the embodiment of FIGURE 1A, 
the trapezoidal segments 134 and 138 minimize interference with other bound 

20 contents of a ring bound notebook when the cap 124 and main body 122 are 
positioned inside the ring binding, while providing increased security. 
[0021] Referring to FIGURE 2A, a writing apparatus or pen 200 is 

shown having two securing devices 204 and 208 connected to, and extending from, 
the main body 202 of the pen 200. A circular, non-writing end, securing device 

25 204, with hole 206, and a writing end securing device 208, with hole 210, are 
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similar in shape and function. The holes 206 and 210 allow the main body to be 
secured within a ring bound or spiral bound notebook (note Figures 5 and 6)* 
[0022] The securing devices 204 and 206 can be a clasp, a generally re- 

shaped retaining member (see Figures 3 and 4 to be discussed in detail below), or 

5 similar device that can be positioned around the binding of a notebook* When the 
non-writing end securing device 204 and writing end securing device 208 are both 
secured on a notebook binding ring and the main body 202 is positioned inside the 
binding ring, any interference with bound contents of the notebook is minimized. 
The circular securing devices 204 and 208 provide minimal interference with the 

10 bound contents, due to their size and shape, while minimizing movement of the 
main body 202. 

[0023] Another embodiment of the invention is illustrated in Figure 2B. 

In this, a main pen body 222 and cap 224 of a writing apparatus are shown. This 
particular embodiment is similar to the embodiment described in Figure IB. The 

15 cap 224 contains the following: (1) a fitted segment 232 which is adapted for a 
friction fit around the writing end 226 of the pen main body 222; (2) a ring 
segment 234, (3) a hole 236 within the ring segment 234; and (4) a clip 242. In this 
embodiment, however, the securing device 234, as opposed to being a flattened 
trapezoidal segment, protrudes from the side of the cap 224 as a ring and contains 

20 a hole 236. 

[0024] In order to enhance securement and retention, a second securing 

device 238 protrudes from the main body 222 and contains a hole 240. As in the 
description of FIGURE IB, the respective holes 236 and 240 allow the cap 224 and 
main body 222 to be secured within a notebook similar to Figure 5. However, this 
25 particular embodiment also allows the main body 222 and cap 224 to be secured to 
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a spiral bound notebook, as well as a ring bound notebook, in a manner that will 
be discussed below. 

[0025] In Figure IB and Figure 2B a clip is utilized for securing the 

writing apparatus to objects other than a notebook, such as shirt pockets, pages, 
5 etc. However, the clip does not have to be included in the subject invention to 
secure the writing apparatus to a ring bound or spiral bound notebook. 
[0026] Figures 1A and 2A do not include caps, but these particular 

embodiments can include caps. The cap has to be designed around the trapezoidal 
segment or securing device near the writing end of the pen. 

10 [0027] Referring now to Figure 3, a releasable clasp device 302 is shown 

forming an open hole 234 such as generally depicted in Figures 2A and 2B. The 
clasp device 302 may be present on a cap and/or the main body 322 of a writing 
apparatus, depending on the particular embodiment of the subject invention. The 
clasp device 302 allows the main body 322 or cap to be secured by creating and 

15 closing an opening 306 of sufficient radial length to allow access to the hole 304. 
The clasp device 302 is operable by a lever 308, allowing the opening 306 to be 
exposed. The lever 308 is connected to an arcuate element 320 that creates an 
encirclement of the hole 304 when the lever 308 is in a first or rest position 310. 
When the lever 308 is pushed away from its rest position 310, by a force 

20 compressing a spring 314, to the lever's second position 312, an opening 306 is 
created by the retracting element 320. This allows a notebook binding or spiral 
spine to be placed in the hole 304, and then secured by releasing the lever 308 from 
its second position 312 back to the rest position 310 by means of a spring 314, 
resulting in the element 320 closing off access through the opening 306 to the hole 

25 304. 
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[0028] Referring to FIGURE 4, an alternative embodiment of a securing 

device is shown. In this embodiment, a generally C-shaped retaining member 400, 
is used. The retaining member 400 allows a writing apparatus and/or a cap of a 
writing apparatus to be secured or removed with respect to a notebook ring or 
5 spiral binding. The retaining member 400 is placed on the main body 422 and/or a 
cap of a pen, depending on the particular embodiment (see FIGURES 2A and 2B). 
The retaining member 400 comprises a molded segment 404, which is made of a 
plastic or other material having a degree of flexibility with a memory capacity for 
its original configuration. The molded segment 404 is comprised of two opposing 

10 entry points 406 and 408, which are in close proximity to each other and creating a 
hole 402 when the entry points are in a relaxed condition. When force is applied to 
the entry points 406 and 408, the flexibility of the molded segment 404 allows the 
binding to be pushed through or pulled out of the encircled hole 402. 
[0029] Referring to FIGURE 5, an illustration of a pen secured into a 

15 ring bound notebook in accordance with one embodiment of the invention is 
shown. In this, a pen 522 is secured into a typical ring bound notebook 502 by 
using the ring binding mechanism 504 to move a first ring 506 and a second ring 
508 into an open position. Once the first ring 506 and second ring 508 are open, 
the pen 522 can be secured into the ring bound notebook 502 by simultaneously 

20 placing a hole 510 of a main body securing device 514, such as a flat trapezoidal 
segment, connected to a main body of the apparatus 520 around a first, C-shaped, 
spring ring 506, and placing a hole 512 of a second flat trapezoidal segment 516 
connected to a cap 518 around a second, next adjacent, C-shaped, spring ring 508. 
The writing apparatus 522 will minimally interfere with notebook paper 502, when 

25 placed in a position inside the first ring 506 and second ring 508 of the notebook 
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500. 

[0030] Other embodiments of a securable writing apparatus and securing 

devices, as described in Figures 1A-1B, are capable of similar operation. 
Furthermore, a securable writing apparatus or pen 522 does not have to be 
5 positioned on the inside of the ring binding 504 and may be positioned outside of 
the notebook rings 506 and 508, however, when the writing apparatus 522 is placed 
on the inside of the rings, it minimizes the amount of interference with the other 
contents of the notebook 500 due to the mass of the main body 520 and cap 518. 
[0031] Referring to FIGURE 6, an illustration of a pen secured within a 

10 spiral bound notebook is shown. A securable writing apparatus 602 is secured into 
a spiral bound notebook 600 by positioning the writing apparatus 602 inside the 
spiral binding 604, and then positioning a first securing device 606, which is 
connected to the main body 610, around a ring of the spiral binding. In addition 
for enhanced securement a second securing device 608, which is connected to a cap 

15 612, may be attached around a ring of the spiral binding. 

[0032] The above description is only one example of how a securable 

writing apparatus 602 may be secured to a spiral bound notebook 600. Other 
embodiments of a securable writing apparatus and securing devices, as described 
in Figures 2A-2B, are capable of similar operation. Furthermore, a securable 

20 writing apparatus does not have to be positioned on the inside of the spiral binding 
604, but may be positioned on the outside as well. 

[0033] In the above description and in the claims that will follow the term 

securable writing apparatus or sometimes simply writing apparatus or pen is 
intended to be used in an open ended sense and as a generic expression or term for 
25 all writing instruments of various kinds such as ink pens, ball point pens, 
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mechanical pencils, lead pencils, electronic wands, and the like that can function as 
writing instruments. Further in describing preferred embodiments of the 
invention the attachment members comprising a relatively flat trapezoidal 
member, a ring or a C-shaped member are all illustrated as being essentially 
5 manufactured with and a part of a body and/or cap portion of a writing 
instrument However, those of skill in the art will also recognize that the 
attachment members can be connected to a collar or sleeve that is operable to slide 
over the body and/or cap of a writing instrument as an add-on element to a pen, 
pencil, electronic wand, etc. Moreover, it will be appreciated from the above 

10 description that one of such collars may be mounted onto or within a spiral or 
three ring binding to receive one end of a writing instrument while another end of 
the pen adjacent an end of the spiral binding carries an attachment member with 
the pen. In this embodiment a user is free to slide a pen with one attachment 
member on one end thereof into a spiral binding and insertion of a free end of the 

15 pen into the binding mounted attachment member while the other end of the pen, 
closer to the end of the spiral binding, is snapped into securement with the binding 
be the attachment member carried by the pen. In still another operative 
embodiment of the invention both of the attachment members, with pen receiving 
collars, may be mounted within a spiral, three ring or other type of binding 

20 member to be carried by the notebook and then a pen to be retained with the 
notebook is telescoped into engagement with a first one of the attachment members 
and then telescoped into the other attachment member wherein both attachment 
members are carried by the notebook. 

[0034] In describing the invention, reference has been made to preferred 

25 embodiments. Those skilled in the art, however, and familiar with the disclosure 
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of the subject invention, may recognize additions, deletions, substitutions, 
modifications and/or other changes which will fall within the purview of the 
invention as defined in the following claims* 
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